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The Senior
Portrait Prep
Guide
Everything you need before your session. Outfits, locations, timing,

what it costs, and exactly zero awkwardness.

"That was way more fun than I expected." — basically every senior,
after.

A  N O - S T R E S S  W A L K T H R O U G H  F R O M  B O O K I N G  T O  G A L L E R Y



H E Y  T H E R E

I'm Steve, and this is
going to be fun.
First things first: a senior session with me is not a stiff, say-
cheese, hands-folded affair. I promise.

I've been photographing Twin Cities seniors since 2017, and the line I hear most when we

wrap is some version of "okay, that was way more fun than I thought it'd be." Perfect. That

is exactly the point.

Here is how I work. There is music, yours, so send me a playlist. There is me being a little

goofy to knock the nerves loose. There is a lot of guidance, so you are never standing

there wondering what on earth to do with your hands. And there is zero forced posing.

You will laugh at least a few times, probably at me, and the photos will end up looking like

the actual you, not a tense stand-in for you parked in front of a fake backdrop.

This little guide covers everything that comes before the fun part: what to wear, where we

will shoot, when to book, and what it all costs. Read it, skip the bits that do not apply, and

text me with the rest. Let's make something you will actually want on the wall.

Steve
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S T E P  O N E  ·  T I M I N G

When to book
(sooner than you think)
The best dates go first, and Minnesota weather does not negotiate. Locking in early means

you beat yearbook deadlines and get first pick of golden-hour evenings.

Spring & Summer Vibrant outdoor shoots with warm, golden-hour light. The sweet spot if you love

earthy, sun-soaked tones.

Fall Crisp air, colorful leaves, and cozy layered outfits that photograph beautifully. The

most-requested season, hands down.

Winter Bold, moody, snow-covered backdrops for a more dramatic, editorial look.

Underrated and striking.

Heads up: Fall sessions fill extremely fast once school starts. If you want September or October, booking in

June or July is not too early. It is just smart.
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S T E P  T W O  ·  O U T F I T S

What to wear
The right outfit changes how you feel, and it shows. Build a couple of looks around what

feels like you, then bring options. Variety in the gallery means more keepers.

For her For him

Two quick things to skip
Big logos and neon colors. Both pull the eye straight off your face and date the photos fast. When in doubt,

simpler wins. And yes, bring extra outfits, more looks means more variety in your final gallery.

Soft neutrals, pastels, or jewel tones photograph
beautifully

Flowing dresses and layered outfits add movement
and depth

One or two statement accessories bring personality

Bring a casual look and a dressed-up look

Textures (knit, denim, suede) read great on camera

Solid colors and fitted layers keep it clean

Classic button-downs and a well-fitted blazer
elevate everything

Fresh sneakers or clean boots finish the look

Mix it up: one casual, one sharp

Bring the jacket, the team gear, the thing that is you
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S T E P  T H R E E  ·  L O C A T I O N S

Where we'll shoot
The setting helps tell your story. Here are a few Twin Cities favorites, but if you have a spot

that means something to you, a field, your driveway, the football field, let's use it. I know the

metro well.

N AT U R A L

Bunker Hills Regional
Park
Dreamy, earthy, open-sky light.

Perfect for a relaxed outdoor

vibe with real variety.

U R B A N

Downtown Anoka
Brick textures and city-editorial

charm for seniors who want a

little edge.

C L A S S I C

Rum River Park
Peaceful riverside views for a

timeless, classic senior portrait

feel.

Best light We shoot in the last couple hours before sunset whenever we can. That golden,

flattering light is worth planning the whole session around, and it is when the magic

happens. Overcast days work great too, soft and even, no squinting.
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S T E P  F O U R  ·  T H E  S E S S I O N

The day of
A little prep goes a long way, and then my job is to make the rest easy. You show up, we

have fun, I handle the how-to.

1 Look like yourself, dialed up
For her: a makeup artist can keep things fresh and camera-ready if you want one. For him: a fresh

haircut about a week out keeps it polished, not just-cut. Either way, the goal is you, on a good day.

2 Bring the playlist
Music is not optional around here. Your songs set the mood, drop the nerves, and keep the energy real.

Queue up whatever makes you feel like you.

3 No awkward, I promise
Most seniors worry about feeling stiff in front of the camera. Totally normal, and exactly why I guide

every step with natural prompts instead of "say cheese." We get real expressions, real laughs, real you.

S T E V E  LU N D E N  P H OTO G R A P H Y T H E  S E S S I O N S T E V E LU N D E N P H OTO.C O M



S T E P  F I V E  ·  I N V E S T M E N T

Session packages
Every package includes a drone aerial portrait, professional off-camera lighting, and a

private online gallery with full print rights. No watermarks, no nickel-and-diming.

Essential

$250
45-minute session

M O S T  P O P U L A R

Deluxe

$400
90-minute session

Premiere

$600
2-hour session

W O R T H  D I S P L AY I N G

Wall Art & Canvas
Large-format prints built to hold
up on the wall for decades.

Custom Albums
A keepsake volume of the best
frames from your session.

Grad Announcements
Personalized cards to share the
big moment with family and
friends.

15 hand-edited images—

Up to 2 outfits—

1 location—

Drone aerial portrait—

Private gallery—

Full print rights—

25 hand-edited images—

Up to 3 outfits—

1 location—

Drone aerial portrait—

Private gallery—

Full print rights—

40 hand-edited images—

Up to 4 outfits—

2 locations—

Drone aerial portrait—

Private gallery—

Full print rights—
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S T E P  S I X  ·  B O O K I N G

How to book
Three quick steps and your date is yours. A 50% retainer holds the spot; the rest is due

before the session.

1
Reach out
Pick your date and package, or

just tell me what you are picturing

and I will help you choose.

2
Lock it in
A 50% retainer secures your date.

We plan locations, outfits, and the

overall vibe together.

3
Show up & have fun
Bring your outfits and your

playlist. I handle the rest. Easy.

After the session
I cull and hand-edit your images, then deliver them in a private, password-protected online

gallery within 7 to 10 business days. Everything is full resolution and print-ready, no

watermarks, no restrictions on personal use. View it, share it, order prints right from the

gallery, and post away.

S T E V E  LU N D E N  P H OTO G R A P H Y B O O K I N G S T E V E LU N D E N P H OTO.C O M



"My only rule is to show people how
beautiful they are."
S T E V E  L U N D E N  ·  S T E V E  L U N D E N  P H O T O G R A P H Y

L I M I T E D  S P O T S  A V A I L A B L E

Ready for your
senior session?
Spring and fall dates fill up fast, and senior season usually books out by

midsummer. Reach out early, lock in your date, and let's start planning

something you will actually want on the wall.

E M A I L

steve@stevelundenphoto.com

C A L L  O R  T E X T

763-200-1460

B O O K  O N L I N E

stevelundenphoto.com
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